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Negaunee Township Regular Board Meeting – June 13, 2013 
 
Call to Order 
 
William Carlson, Township Supervisor, called the meeting to order at 7:00  p.m. with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   Other Board members present included John Ennett, Carl Nurmi, Rachel Sertich and Duane 
Soine. 
 
Absent:      None        
 
Agenda 
 
Board members reviewed Revised Agenda #2, to which item 4(f) was added – Letter on Plat Violation.  Upon 
motion of  John Ennett, seconded by Carl Nurmi, the revised agenda was approved.  Motion Carried. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Board members reviewed minutes for the Regular Board Meeting held on May 9, 2013.  Upon motion of 
John Ennett, seconded by Duane Soine, the minutes as presented were approved.  Motion Carried. 
 
Public Comment 

 
Chris Lunseth, 120 Hardwood Lane, provided the Board members with a petition signed by 353 Township 
residents who are against the proposed mining operation on County Road 510.   The main portion of the  
petition states, “… As residents of Negaunee Township we oppose mining operations within an established 
residential area.   We have concerns over safety due to increased truck traffic, noise from blasting and use of 
a rock crusher, air and water quality concerns and a negative impact on our property values.  By signing 
below we state that as residents and/or property owners of Negaunee Township, we believe that these 
concerns constitute very serious consequents and because of that this project should not be permitted.”     Mr. 
Lunseth asked for the original signed petitions be returned, but copies shared with the various Board and 
Committee members. 
 
Old Business    
 
Stanaway Townhome Late Fee from Water Department    Board members discussed the  late fee which had 
been charged to the Stanaway townhome project for a payment of $8,000+ received 3 days late.  It was also 
noted the development was a positive addition to the Township, and the  invoice only had a 14 day (or 10 
business day) payment window.  Upon motion of John Ennett, seconded by Duane Soine, approval was given 
to waive the $824.70 late fee to Wildland Developers.   Motion Carried. 
 
Garbage Fee Waiver Request – 110 Co. Rd. 510  Board members reviewed correspondence dated May 28, 
2013 from Kathleen Pesola seeking waiver of the garbage fee for property located in the Township as the 
property is currently vacant.   Upon motion of Duane Soine, seconded by Carl Nurmi, approval was given to 
waive the $72.00 garbage fee for the vacant property located at 110 Co.Rd. 510 in the Township.  Motion 
Carried. 
 
Wilderness Road / Annex Road Contracts   Board members reviewed information from the Marquette County 
Road Commission regarding repaving Annex Road and Wilderness Road.  Upon motion of John Ennett, 
seconded by Carl Nurmi, approval was given to sign off on road contracts with the Marquette County Road 
Commission for Annex Road and the east portion of Wilderness Road at a combined estimated cost of 
$214,611.58.  Motion Carried. 
 

 

Annex Road 
Wilderness 

Road 
TOTAL 

Mobilization, Ditching, Shoulders, etc.  - Twp 60% share 27,165.58 37,950.00 65,115.58 

Paving - Twp 100% share 48,956.00 100,540.00 149,496.00 

 
76,121.58 138,490.00 214,611.58 
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New Business    
 
Iron Ore Heritage Trail Resolution    Board members reviewed a proposed resolution requesting a Director’s 
order to restrict certain activities along the Iron Ore Heritage Trail on the state owned grade from Eagle Mills 
to the east.   Upon motion of John Ennett, seconded by Carl Nurmi, the following resolution was adopted: 
 

Negaunee Township 
Resolution to Request Land Use Order of the Director 

For Marquette West Grade 
 

The proposed LUOD would prohibit a person from doing any of the following on the rail-trail: 
 

a. Operate a wheeled motorized vehicle on the state owned Marquette West Grade between 
the U.S.41 and M28 overhead bridge in the City of Marquette in the SW1/4 of the NW ¼ 
of Section 22, T48N R25W, Marquette County and ending at the terminate of state 
ownership west of M35 in Negaunee Township in the NE1/4 of the SE1/4 of Section 34, 
T48N R26W, Marquette County. 
 

b. Discharge a firearm or hunt on/from the grade 
 
WHEREAS, Negaunee Township is a municipal member of the Iron Ore Heritage Recreation 
Authority who was formed to construct, maintain and interpret a multi-use trail in the townships of 
Chocolay, Marquette, Negaunee, Tilden and Republic and cities of Marquette, Negaunee and 
Ishpeming, and  
 
WHEREAS, the Iron Ore Heritage Recreation Authority has a State lease to manage the rail-trail of 
the former Duluth South Shore and Atlantic railroad grade which extends 6.5 miles from the 
Holiday Inn in Marquette westerly to Eagle Mills, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Iron Ore Heritage Recreation Authority is funded by a millage of the voters in the 
municipalities for a multi-use, year round, interpretive trail, and 
 
WHEREAS, the residents of Negaunee Township have voted in the millage with the understanding 
this grade would be designated non-motorized in the warm weather months and designated a 
snowmobile trailing in the winter, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Iron Ore Heritage Recreation Authority is in the process of building a $1.7 million 
trail with MDOT Transportation Enhancement monies of $770,000 for a non-motorized trail that 
was not designed for motorized wheeled traffic, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Iron Ore Heritage Recreation Authority wants to manage a safe trail for the 
residents along the trail system and for those using the trail system and that would mean no firearm 
discharge from/on the grade, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Iron Ore Heritage Recreation Authority is working with local ORV groups to 
designate an alternate ORV route that would provide better connectivity, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Township of Negaunee hereby requests the 
restrictions along the Marquette west grade. 
 
 Aye:   5     Nay:  0     Absent:   0 
 Motion Carried 

 
 
MTA Annual Dues   Upon motion of John Ennett, seconded by Carl Nurmi, approval was given to pay the 
MTA Annual Dues which are due July 1, 2013 at a cost of $2,363.94.  Motion Carried. 
 
 
GIS Mapping Intern  Upon motion of Duane Soine, seconded by Carl Nurmi, approval was given to hire 
Nicholas Leach as an intern from NMU to conduct the GIS mapping in the Township from early July through 
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mid-August at a pay rate of $10.00 per hour with the expected costs (including the hand held GPS unit) not to 
exceed $5,000.  Motion Carried. 
 
MTA Principles of Government Resolution  Upon motion of Carl Nurmi, seconded by Rachel Sertich, the 
following Resolution in conjunction with the MTA was approved: 
 

Negaunee Township  
Principles of Governance 

 
To maintain the high standards and traditions of Michigan townships, we embrace these dynamic 

principles of governance excellence to guide our stewardship, deliberations, constituent services 

and commitment to safeguard our community’s health, safety and general welfare. 

We pledge to:  

 Insist on the highest standards of ethical conduct by all who act on behalf of this township;  

 Bring credit, honor and dignity to our public offices through collegial board deliberations 

and through diligent, appropriate responses  to constituent concerns;  

  Actively pursue education and knowledge, and to embrace best practices; 

 Treat all persons with dignity, respect and impartiality; without prejudice or 

discrimination; 

 Practice openness and transparency in our decisions and actions; 

 Cooperate in all reasonable ways with other government entities and to consider the impact 

our decisions may have outside our township’s  borders; 

 Communicate to the public township issues, challenges and successes, and welcome the 

active involvement of stakeholders to further the township’s well being; 

 Strive for compliance with state and federal statutory requirements; 

 Refuse to participate in any decisions or activities for personal gain, at the expense of the 

best interests of the township; 

 Further the understanding of the obligations and responsibilities of American citizenship, 

democratic government and freedom. 

These principles we pledge to our citizens, our state, and to our country. 
 

 Aye:   5     Nay:  0     Absent:   0 
 Motion Carried 

 
Timber Sale Proposal   Board members reviewed a proposal from Holli Forest Products for timber sales for a 
140 acre parcel of Township property (#52-10-135-010-00).   Board members felt should this type of timber 
sale take place, an RFP should be prepared in order to garner proposals from several different foresters.   The 
Township Supervisor will prepare an RFP to obtain more information from additional entities. 
 
Speed Limit – Heritage Drive   Information was provided to Board members from residents concerned about 
the speed limit on Heritage Drive.  Currently no limit is posted.   Upon motion of Carl Nurmi, seconded by 
John Ennett, the Township Supervisor was authorized to send a letter to the Marquette County Road 
Commission requesting a speed study be conducted on Heritage Drive and to request the speed limit signs for 
the bridge be moved and placed in a location to allow drivers adequate reaction time to slow down before 
crossing the bridge.  Motion Carried. 
 
 Reports 
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Community Center Board    Board members reviewed the minutes of the Community Center Board meeting 
held on June 6, 2013.   Some of the items highlighted included:  1) a section of the hockey boards has been 
removed, 2) the front axle on the John Deere tractor had been replaced, 3) Tom Spencer will be conducting a 
safety walk through of Township properties at a later date, 4) the water project for the ball fields is 
underway, 5) several trees have been removed from the property, and 6) the Committee received a “Thank 
You” from the group which held the annual community baby shower.  
 
Fire Department Report   Jeff Kontio, Fire Chief, was on hand to review the monthly Fire / EMS report 
dated  June, 2013.   Items highlighted included:  1) 4calls for the month of  May and 34 calls year-to-date, 
and  2) training was apparatus operation, relay pumping and hose testing. 
 
Water Report    A written Water Report dated June, 2013 from the Water Department Supervisor, Russ 
Williams, was reviewed.  The report noted:   1) 25 new meters were installed on Midway Drive, 2) a water 
main leak on an 8” main was located and was repaired June 9

th
, 3) the Department is working to verify all 

inactive accounts have actually been shut off, and 4) the Department is working to resolve an issue regarding 
an unmetered service which had been located. 
 

Tank Inspection  The water tank had been drained and inspected the morning of June 13, 2013.  The 
tank was cleaned and pictures taken.  Once the complete report has been received, the Water 
Supervisor will share the information with the Board. 

 
Clerk Report(Bills, Claims)   
 
Water fund checks #6614 through #6629 totaling $19,368.39  were reviewed.  Upon motion of  John Ennett,  
seconded by Carl Nurmi, the Water fund checks as presented were approved.  Motion Carried. 
 
General Fund checks #22070 through # 22138  (total $98,514.54)  and ACH items for May, 2013 (total 
$10,622.77) with a grand total of $109,137.31  were reviewed.  Upon motion of  Duane Soine, seconded by 
John Ennett,  the General fund items presented were approved.   Motion Carried. 
 
Planning Report  Carl Nurmi, Board Liaison, and Joe Scanlan, Zoning Administrator, provided a Planning 
Committee update.   Items of interest included:  1) the Kona Ridge permit for a gravel pit on Co.Rd. 510 had 
been denied and would be doing to the ZBA at their meeting to be held on  6/17/13 at 5:00 p.m., 2) a meeting 
had been held on 6/10/13 to review the County Brownfield Zoning Map, 3) the Zoning Administrator was 
reviewing the Zoning Ordinance for compliance, and 4) Webster Well Drilling had approached the Township 
about possibly living on site, with Board members noting the Zoning Ordinance did not allow for this to take 
place. 
  
Assessor’s Report    Kelly Laakso’s written monthly Assessor’s report dated June  2013 was reviewed.  Items 
highlighted included: 1) Systems Update, and 2) Reappraisal on Co.Rd. 480. 
 
Treasurer’s Report   John Ennett, Treasurer, noted:   1) bank account balances as of 6/11/13, 2) the new 
BS&A software had been installed on the Assessor and Treasurer’s computers, and 3) 3 taxpayers would be 
taken to court on 6/19/13 for failure to pay taxes. 
 
Supervisor’s Report  William Carlson, Township Supervisor, provided an update on Township activities 
since the last Board meeting.  He noted he had 1) met with representative from Holli Forest regarding a 
potential timber sale, 2) received an update on the Rio Tinto project, 3) spoke with Mike Moyle about a 
possible water project at the entrance to the Iron Ore Museum, 4) worked to obtain information on water 
main extension funding, 5) received an update on the Marquette waste project, and 6) had attended a meeting 
regarding Brownfield. 
 
Wellhead Protection Committee   No report. 
 
Advisory Trial Committee   Al Reynolds updated the Board and noted blacktop work from Walgreens in 
Marquette to Co.Rd. 492 was underway, along with a section in Negaunee from Ely Street to GAD Disposal 
on Co.Rd. 480. 
 
Personnel Committee   No meeting had been held. 
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Emergency Management Report   Mr. Carlson noted manuals and maps were up-to-date.    
 
Correspondence 
  

 McClure Basing letter opposing gravel pit 
 Letters from Twp Attorney regarding Dead River Campers Plat #4 
 Letter to Road Commission requesting estimate for “crack filling” (to be corrected from “seal coat”) 
 Letter with signatures – 510 gravel pit 
 Letter with signatures – Heritage Drive 
 Additional Twp Attorney letter on Dead River Campers Plate #4 

 
Additional Public Comment   
 
Al Reynolds, Midway Drive, recommended individuals attend the ZBA meeting on June 16, 2013 at 5 p.m. 
 
Informational Items 
 

 Eagle Mine Update 
 
Board Member Comment 
 
Carl Nurmi asked about the status of the Miller Bradford water installation issue, with the Supervisor 
indicating the issue had been resolved. 
 
Next Meetings 
 
The next regularly scheduled Township Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, July 11, 2013, at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Negaunee Township Hall. 

 
Adjournment 
 
No further business appearing and upon motion of Carl Nurmi, seconded by John Ennett, the meeting was 
duly adjourned at 8:24 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Rachel Sertich 
Negaunee Township Clerk 


