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Negaunee Township Regular Board Meeting – October 11, 2012 
 
Call to Order 
 
William Carlson, Township Supervisor, called the meeting to order at 7:00  p.m. with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   Other Board members present included  Carl Nurmi, Rachel Sertich and Duane Soine. 
 
Excused Absence:   John Ennett        
 
Agenda 
 
Board members reviewed the previously revised agenda.   Upon motion of  Carl Nurmi, seconded by 
Duane Soine,  the Revised II agenda as presented was approved.  Motion Carried. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Board members reviewed minutes for the Regular Board Meeting held on September 13, 2012.  Upon 
motion of  Carl Nurmi, seconded by Duane Soine, the minutes as presented were approved.  Motion 
Carried. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Francis Pyre, 167 M-35, addressed the Board regarding the new Garbage Ordinance and no longer 
allowing “snowbirds” to turn their garbage pickup on and off.   She was wondering if individuals are able 
to choose to not participate in garbage pickup.    
 
Barbara Smith, 48 County Road 510, asked the Board to reconsider not allowing “snowbirds” to stop 
their garbage billing.   They winter out of town for nearly 6 months of the year, and she does not 
understand why the change was made. 
 
Paul Smith, 48 County Road 510, was extremely upset by the Board’s new Garbage policy.   He 
indicated after living in the Township for many years, he was very disappointed with the decision. 
 
Reports 
 
Community Center Board    Duane Soine, Board Liaison,  updated the Board members on meeting held 
on October 4, 2012.   Highlights included:  1) the 5-Year Plan schedule was reviewed, 2) the Committee 
had reviewed the preliminary drawing for the entire recreation complex and asked Dick Supina to make 
some changes, 3) the Township Supervisor had resolved the OSHA citation fine, but Bob Johnson and 
Tommy Spencer will continue to work to develop to the Township’s Safety Programs, 4) Bob Johnson 
noted many of the projects to get the Township ready for the winter had been completed, 5) new 
employee Michael Grzenia was working additional hours while Bob Johnson was on vacation, and   6) a 
possible issue has arisen regarding the Carp River properties and the boundary line – with the Committee 
to hire a surveyor to look into the property lines. 
 
Fire Department Report   Jeff Kontio, Fire Chief, was on hand to review the monthly Fire / EMS report 
dated October 11, 2012.   Items highlighted included:  1) 10 calls for the month of August and 95 calls 
year-to-date, 2) training was operation of the new brush truck and moving equipment onto the new 
vehicle, 3) City of Negaunee may be interested in the old fire pickup truck, 4) the Department is looking 
into the possibility of changing an old vehicle into a personnel carrier, and 5) the Department had taken 
part in various activities associated with Fire Prevention Week. 
  
Water Report    A written Water Report dated October, 2012 from the Water Department Supervisor, 
Mike Adams, was reviewed.  The report noted:   1) the water rate survey information had been forwarded 
to the DEQ in Lansing, 2) the main meter at the pump house was replaced, with the old meter to be 
rebuilt, 3) the water main to the new Miller Bradford building had been installed and tested. 
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Clerk Report(Bills, Claims)   
 
Water fund checks #6493 through #6505 totaling $16,747.51 were reviewed.  Upon motion of Carl 
Nurmi, seconded by Duane Soine, the Water fund checks as presented were approved.  Motion Carried. 
 
General Fund checks #21323 through #21406  (total $67,679.80)  and ACH items for September, 2012 
(total $7,724.69) with a grand total of $75,404.49 were reviewed.  Upon motion of Duane Soine,  
seconded by Carl Nurmi, the General fund items presented were approved.   Motion Carried. 
 
The Clerk noted the following:   1) the newly designed website was up and running, with old minutes 
(prior to 2012) to be updated as time allows, 2) election preparations are underway, including 
coordinating election inspectors along with AV counting board, and 3) 3

rd
 quarter 2012 employment tax 

reports and payments are being completed. 
 
Planning Report  Carl Nurmi, Board Liaison, provided an update on the monthly Planning Commission 
meeting held on September 19 2012 and October 9, 2012, including:  1) joint purchase of a digital 
projection system, and 2) preliminary information on a kennel request on Jandreau Road. 
 
Assessor’s Report    Board members reviewed the October, 2012 Assessor Report provided by Kelly 
Laakso.   Items reviewed included:  1)  personal property issues, 2) new construction, 3) miscellaneous 
problems, and 4) 2013-2014 Board of Review members.  
  
Treasurer’s Report   No report was provided.  

 
Supervisor’s Report  William Carlson, Township Supervisor, provided an update on Township activities 
since the last Board meeting.  He noted he had 1) forwarded correspondence to the MCRC and the 
Marlowe’s regarding the drainage issue on M-35, 2) spoke with the MCRC regarding Jarvi Road and 
Carrie/Snowfield Road, 3) submitted potential water projects to CUPPAD, 4) attended an MCRC 
meeting about their future project funding, 5) met with the Township attorney regarding sewage contract 
for the line currently in place, 6) attending Co. Rd. 595 hearing held at NMU, and 7) addressed a 
complaint regarding smoke from burning at the auto parts store on US 41. 
  
Brownfield Authority   Joe Scanlan, Brownfield Administrator, noted there was nothing new to report. 
 
Wellhead Protection Committee   No report. 
 
Advisory Trial Committee   Al Reynolds noted work, including blasting, on the trail work had begun.   It 
is uncertain how far things will get this Fall. 
  
Personnel Committee   Rachel Sertich, Chairperson of the Personnel Committee, noted no meetings had 
been held.  
 
Emergency Management Report   Mr. Carlson noted a number of address changes had come in, and all 
maps and manuals had been updated.    
 
Old Business    
 
Road Committee Recommendations  The Road Committee, made up of Carl Nurmi and Duane Soine, 
provided the Board with a list of 7 roads within the Township which they recommended should be 
considered for road improvements.   Those road include (in no particular order):  Airport Circle, Annex 
Road, Forge Road, Jarvi Road, North Road extension, Snowfield Road and Wilderness Road.   
 
In his absence, John Ennett – Township Treasurer, asked that no decisions regarding road work be made 
until he could provide information regarding the current financial condition of the Road Fund. 
 
Garbage Ordinance  Upon motion of Duane Soine, seconded by Carl Nurmi, it was recommend the Board 
revisit the Garbage Ordinance with respect to whether or not individual who leave their homes for 
several months at a time should be required to pay the monthly sanitation fee.    Motion Carried. 
 
Jarvi Road  Board members discussed the current status of Jarvi Road, and requests to the MCRCZ to 
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help widen the road and grade to improve road drainage.   Keith Harvala, 39 W. Jarvi Road, was also in 
attendance.    
 
After a lengthy discussion including input from Mr. Harvala, it was noted the residents of Jarvi Road do 
not necessarily need a road project the magnitude of which would upgrade the road from seasonal to 
permanent status.  Rather, Mr. Harvala again stressed the main need is to have the roadway widened and 
drainage improved.  In 2009 the MCRC had prepared an estimate, indicating a cost to clearing the trees 
of $35,000 – which seemed excessive to Board members.   The Township Supervisor will contact the 
MCRC regarding shooting the road alignment and work to find what needs to be done to have the trees 
removed.    
 
Waters – Debris Removal  A letter dated 9/28/12 from the Township Attorney to Kurt Waters regarding 
miscellaneous debris violations on Woodlawn Drive was reviewed.  Upon motion of Carl Nurmi, 
seconded by Duane Soine, approval was given for the Township to hire a contractor to remove the debris 
located on the Waters property on Woodlawn Drive, with the expense to be added to the tax roll for the 
property.  Motion Carried. 
  
New Business    
 
Garbage Contract    Board members discussed renewing the garbage contract with North Country 
disposal.   In previous years bids had been received from two other firms, with the other contracts being 
priced significantly higher than North Country.  Upon motion of Carl Nurmi, seconded by Rachel 
Sertich, approval was given to adopted a “draft” contract including an annual Cost of Living Adjustment 
(COLA) and a fuel price increase (if necessary), with the final prepared contract to be brought before the 
Board at the November, 2012 meeting.    Motion Carried. 
 
Water Hook-Up Rates – Multiple Taps  The Board reviewed information regarding hook-up costs where 
multiple taps occur to one location.   Upon motion of Duane Soine, seconded by Carl Nurmi, approval 
was given for the same 1” and 2” hook up costs to apply to multiple taps at one location, with the 
exception of only $75 inspection fee and if the Township does not provide the backhoe the $570 rental 
charge will be waived.   Motion Carried. 
 
Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Natural Resource Extraction  Upon motion of Duane Soine, seconded 
by Rachel Sertich, per the recommendation of the Planning Commission after a Public Hearing held on 
September 18, 2012, approval was given to amend the Zoning Ordinance for “Natural Resources 
Extraction” as a specific Conditional Use in Article X effective                               .   Motion Carried 
 
Master Plan Amendment  Upon motion of Rachel Sertich, seconded by Duane Soine, per the 
recommendation of the Planning Commission after a Public Hearing held on September 18, 2012, 
approval was given to amend Chapters 5, 9 and 11 of the Negaunee Township Master Plan effective 
                              .   Motion Carried 
 
Write-Off – Garbage Bills Board members reviewed past due garbage billings for Kevin Pfaffle ($102) 
and Michael/Elissa Kellner ($27).   This item was tabled until the November, 2012 meeting to allow the 
Sanitation Department time to attempt to obtain additional information on the possible location of the 
customers. 
 
Request to Grade Land Along Heritage Trail   Correspondence dated 10/10/12 from Smith Paving 
regarding re-grading a portion of the Heritage Trail on Township property in order to eliminate the need 
for a barrier rail.   Upon motion of Carl Nurmi, seconded by Duane Soine, approval was given for Smith 
Paving to construct a minimum of three back slopes on Township property adjacent to the Iron Ore 
Heritage Trail in order to eliminate the need for a barrier rail due to the current slope involved.  Motion 
Carried. 
 
Correspondence 
  

 Letter to Marlowe (142 M-35) regarding Drainage Issue 
 Memo to Township Attorney – Casino Sewage Agreement 

 
Additional Public Comment   
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Paul Smith, 48 County Road 510, thanked the Board for the work done on behalf of the Township. 
 
 
Informational Items 
 

 595 Ad Hoc Information 
 MCTA Minutes 
 US 41 Corridor Advisory Group Minutes 

 
Board Member Comment 
 
None 
 
Next Meetings 
 
The next regularly scheduled Township Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, November 8, 2012, at 
7:00 p.m. at the Negaunee Township Hall. 

 
Adjournment 
 
No further business appearing, the meeting was duly adjourned at 9:00  p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Rachel Sertich 
Clerk 


